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The twenty-second session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 22) 

and the twelfth session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the 

meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (CMP 12) was held in Bab 

Ighli, Marrakech, Morocco from 7-18 November 2016. 

On 5 October 2016, the threshold for entry into force of the Paris 

Agreement was achieved. The Paris Agreement  entered into force on 4 

November 2016. As a result, the first session of the Conference of the 

Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement 

(CMA 1)  took place in Marrakech in conjunction with COP 22 and CMP 

12. 

 The Paris Agreement was adopted on 12 December 2015 at the twenty-

first session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change held in Paris from 30 

November to 13 December 2015. 175 parties (174 countries plus the 

European Union) signed the Paris Agreement in April in New York City 

earlier this year. 

The UN Climate Change Conference in Marrakech is the crucial next 
step for governments looking to formulate the Paris Climate Change 
Agreement adopted in 2015. While the Paris Agreement gave clear 
pathways and a final destination in respect to decisive action on climate 
change, many of the details regarding how to move forward as one 
global community in that common direction still needs to be resolved.  

COP 22 is also committed to reinforce responsible collaboration 

between all Parties in order to achieve a collective shift towards a new 

sustainable development model. 

 

 

 



Human Inducement on Climate Change  

Human activities over the last 200 years, particularly the burning of fossil 
fuels (oil, coal, natural gas) and the clearing of forests, have increased 
the concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.  

CO2 in the atmosphere have in 2015 passed the 400 parts per million 
mark (ppm). PPM is a way scientists measure the carbon dioxide to all 
the other molecules in the atmosphere. Scientists have already stated 
that the safe threshold is 350 ppm. It has been predicted with the 
amount of carbon dioxide released daily due to human activity on earth 
the CO2 is now increasing at least 2ppm in a year. We are heading for a 
catastrophe if our CO2 output is not reduced immediately.  

Several gases in the atmosphere act to trap the energy from the sun, 
thus warming the earth. These gases are called greenhouse gases and 
the process is the greenhouse effect. Greenhouse gases which is highly 
responsible for the greenhouse effect comprise of  carbon dioxide (CO2) 
64% , methane (CH4) 17% nitrous oxide (N2O),6.0% fluorinated gases 
0.8%, and  other gases 11.9%have all increased markedly since 1750, 
and now exceed by far their pre-industrial levels. 

The greenhouse effect is the process where the earth gets its energy 
from the sun in the form of sunlight. The earth’s surface absorbs the 
sun’s energy and eventually heats up. When the earth’s surface cools 
down it gives off a different energy known as infrared radiation. Under 
normal circumstances the infrared radiation escapes into space. Since 
greenhouse gases have increased over the last few years it absorb the 
infrared radiation making the atmosphere warmer. In the same time the 
earth’s surface gets warmer too. It is from this phenomenon that the 
issue of global warming comes about. Temperatures around world start 
to increase. In fact the years 2000 to 2009 was the warmest decade 
ever recorded. Global warming influences the climate globally and this is 
the basis of climate change. 

Impacts on the world due to climate change 

Global warming affects the physical systems of the earth such as the 
atmosphere (air), the lithosphere (land),the hydrosphere (water) and 
biosphere (where living things are found on earth),   

 Climate change results in extreme events such as heat waves and 
extreme precipitation. Drought will increase in certain areas. Coastal 

http://www.greenfacts.org/glossary/abc/carbon-dioxide.htm
http://www.greenfacts.org/glossary/abc/carbon-dioxide.htm
http://www.greenfacts.org/glossary/mno/methane.htm
http://www.greenfacts.org/glossary/mno/nitrous-oxide.htm


flooding are on the rise due melting of ice caps at the polar regions. 
There is an increase in ocean acidity because the oceans absorb the 
extra amount of CO2 from the atmosphere. Lives in the oceans are 
negatively affected.  Climate change affects negatively the earth’s 
ecosystems. 

Green Energy 
The implementation of green energy instead of the burning of fossil fuels 

should be the first solution to the global warming problem. Wind energy, 

water energy as well as solar energy will be from the ultimate solutions.  

It is the duty of all nations of the world to come to an agreement soon to 

reduce their fossil fuel output and switch to green energy.  

Advice from the Islamic Basis 

Allah (TA) says in Qurān: And do not do mischief on the earth, after it 

has been set in order , and invoke Him with fear and hope. Surely 

Allah’s mercy is (ever) near unto the good-doers ( A’raaf:56) 

Allah (TA) has created everything on earth in the best of ways with no 

shortcomings. When humankind intervenes in the beautiful creation of 

Allah (TA) it upsets the balance. In a similar case when humankind 

overuse the burning of fossil fuels the result is global warming. 

In another  verse Allah (TA) says: Evil (sins and disobedience of 
Allâh, etc.) has appeared on land and sea because of what the 
hands of men have earned (by  evil deeds, etc.), that  He (Allâh) 
may make them taste a part of that which they have done, in order 
that they may return (by repenting to Allâh, and begging His 
Pardon). ( Rūm :41) 

The Prophet Muhammad (SAW) advised us: There is not to be 

causing of harm nor is there to be any reciprocating of harm(  Malik 

and Ibn Majah). Ibn Rajab in the analysis of the Hadīth mentions the 

burning of goods which will cause harm to the environment. Similarly the 

burning of fossil fuels are causing harm to the environment.  

Sh Dr Muhammad Ridwaan Gallant is a lecturer in Islamic Studies at 

University of the Western Cape and head of the environmental desk of 

the MJC.  



 

   

 

 
 

 

 


