
 

THE UDF, REFLECTING UPON A CHAPTER IN THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM 

Today, 20 August 2021 marks 38 years to the day, when men and women from this great 

nation endeavoured to go the extra mile to elevate the South African people’s struggle for 

freedom and justice. We can but look back and reminisce on a proud period in our history 

that serves as an important reminder for the current generation of South Africans of the 

value and reward of standing for up for a noble cause. 

A non-racial coalition of various civics, churches, religious leaders, students, workers and 

organizations was formed in August 1983. The UDF’s ability to successfully rally 

organizations and institutions from amongst various sectors of South African society to 

unite in the interest of freedom and democracy will forever be recorded in the annals of 

our history. 

Today we reflect upon the history of this revolutionary group who stood up in defiance 

of the Tricameral Parliament established to create a divide amongst the non-white 

peoples of South Africa whilst limiting their political voices. The intervention by the UDF 

presented an even more difficult challenge to the Apartheid government and was an 

indication of what was to come, freedom and democracy. ‘A no-racial, united South Africa, 

in which segregation is abolished and in which society is freed from institutional and 

systematic racism’ was the goal that was non-negotiable. The UDF indeed did Unite what 

Apartheid aimed to divide. 

The Muslim Judicial Council (SA) is proud to be part of this commemorative initiative and 

are reminded that we stand on the shoulders of giants of the struggle. Yesterday’s 

struggle was to achieve the noble goal of uniting South Africans in creating a just, non-

racial society, today’s challenge is ensuring that the efforts of the heroes of our struggle 

were not in vain.  

Many of the stalwarts who were instrumental in the establishment of the UDF are still 

with us today and many are not. We thank them for their unselfish sacrifice. We know 

that as a democratic South Africa we face tremendous challenges. Let the efforts and 

determination of the heroes of the struggle not be laid to rest in the history books, let us 

draw inspiration from them in our struggle to overcome the challenges we face as South 

Africans today. 

Aluta Continua! The struggle continues 
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