
      
The First Theme 

Sūrah al-Fātiḥah opens with an introduction to the Creator. Allah 

communicated with past nations and here, in His Final Revelation, He reintroduces 

Himself and proffers some guidelines as to how to identify and connect with Him. 

It is the most logical start to His final communication. Glory be to Him! 

The chapter begins with a proclamation that He, Allah, deserves all praise! He is 

the Lord of the worlds which includes everything and all that is in existence! 

He is worthy of all praise because everything is as it is because of Him!  For us to 

identify His glory and to appreciate it, we merely have to look at ourselves and all 

around us. We are unable to physically see Him, but His greatness is there to be 

witnessed by all and it is impossible to be missed. In this manner, He has wisely 

introduced Himself and no one can deny His existence and majesty.  

He then mentions two of His names, highlighting His attributes of mercy, which 

sets the tone for all His other attributes and names. He has thus opened another 

door through which we may recognise Him. It is via His names, which are further 

detailed by our Prophet , known as ‘the Most Beautiful Names’ al-Asmā’ al-

Ḥusnā. He has thus wisely introduced Himself in this manner as well. 

This is the first theme of this glorious chapter and of the Qur’ān itself. It may even 

be referred to as the main theme, as the entire book was ultimately revealed to 

connect us with Him. All descriptions of our Creator, recorded in the Qur’ān, 

can be linked to this initial introduction. Some scholars therefore say that all 

latter verses that speak of the Creator are merely elaborating on this initial 

introduction. It is truly profound and requires further preponderance.  

So, whenever we recite these verses, we should be reminded of the fact that, in it, 

our Creator is introducing and reintroducing Himself to us. Glory be to Him.  

All praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds, 

the All-Merciful, the Especially Merciful. 
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